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Dear Friends and Supporters,

On behalf of our newly 
unified cross-city Board of 
Directors, I am elated to 
present Strong Women, Strong 
Girls’ Social Impact Report 
for the 2019-2020 Program 
Year.  While 2020 proved 
fraught with uncertainty and 
unprecedented challenges, 
Strong Women, Strong Girls 
continued to cultivate girls’ 
confidence throughout our 
community while celebrating 
its second decade since its 
founding.   

Just as many of us have 
adapted to an ever-changing 
work environment, Strong 
Women, Strong Girls seized 
this opportunity to serve 
our population through 
unified leadership and online 
programming.  Guided by 
the vision of our CEO, Natalie 
Martinez, SWSG consolidated 
our Board of Directors in 
Pittsburgh and Boston to form 
an even stronger powerhouse 
of advocates for girls across 
our community.  This united 
structure will enable SWSG 
to offer luminary mentorship, 
confidence-building, 

and necessary 
connection to 

girls across our 
communities 
in the face of 
uncertainty.   

Reflecting 

back, I am incredibly proud 
of the nimble response of 
our staff, the supportive 
nature of our community, 
and the exceptional quality of 
curriculum SWSG has offered 
to girls.    

SWSG remains focused on the 
success achieved during this 
tumultuous time, including 
expanding our program’s reach 
to more girls in more schools, 
thanks to virtual accessibility. 
In the midst of a complicated 
landscape due to COVID19, 
the organization seamlessly 
transitioned our in-person 
mentoring model to safe 
online sessions.   

Looking toward the future, I  
extend my sincerest gratitude 
to you, our supporters, for your 
unending commitment to 
enriching our communities 
and leveling the playing 
field for girls and women.  As 
someone who has benefited 
from many powerful female 
role models throughout my 
life, your support means 
everything. 

I am grateful to our volunteers, 
Board, and staff.  Together, 
we are fostering a promising 
future through female 
leadership and empowerment. 
Thank you.  

With gratitude, 

Kathryn Fishman  
SWSG Board Chairperson

LETTER FROM THE

Board of Directors
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As I reflect on 2020, 
a year of profound 
and overwhelming 
change, I am 
humbled and inspired 
by the relentless 
commitment of our staff, 
board and volunteers to ensure girls 
benefit from the power of mentoring. 

During a time of unprecedented 
uncertainty, girls’ need for support, 
connection and acceptance is more 
critical than ever. Our work is rooted 
in mentorship’s power to unlock 
hidden potential and allow girls the 
opportunity to grow and thrive. 

I am incredibly proud of the agility 
and perseverance of our team as we 
designed and launched a virtual 20-
week mentoring program to meet 
the changing needs of the girls we 
serve. Throughout the pandemic, 
SWSG has never faltered in delivering 
programing that cultivates strong, 
positive relationships between 
elementary school girls and college 
women. 

This year, as we faced unparalleled 
challenges, we’ve also embarked on 
a strategic planning process that 
will position SWSG to reach more 
women and girls through the power 
of mentorship.

Thank you to our community of 
donors, volunteers, staff, supporters 
and the strong women and girls in 
our communities for all that you do 
to support the mission of Strong 
Women, Strong Girls. 

In Strength,

Natalie Martinez, SWSG CEO

LETTER FROM THE

CEO

Our Vision
Every girl and woman will realize her inner 
strengths to dream and do.

Our Mission
Strong Women, Strong Girls empowers girls to imagine a 
broader future through a curriculum grounded on female 
role models delivered by college women mentors, who are 
themselves mentored by professional women.



About SWSG 
WHAT IS SWSG?
Strong Women, Strong Girls (SWSG) 
is a multi-generational mentoring 
organization that connects 
professional women, college women, 
and elementary school girls. Our 
programming delivers an out-of-school 
experience that promotes positive 
development by taking a preventative 
stance against declines in adolescent 
girls’ self-confidence. SWSG was 
founded in 2000 as a student group at 
Harvard University. 

HOW DOES SWSG WORK?
Girls in grades 3–5 throughout the 
Boston and Pittsburgh regions 
participate in 20 weekly, after-school 
sessions where they learn about strong 
local and historical women and engage 
in skills-building activities. Local 
college women volunteers, supported 
by SWSG staff, facilitate sessions with 
the girls guided by a robust curriculum 
based on female role models. In turn, 
our college women mentors are 
mentored by professional women, 
known as Strong Leaders, who provide 
personal and professional guidance.

The 6 “C”s of 
Positive Youth 
Development
SWSG uses the 6Cs, a 
nationally recognized 
youth development 
framework, to structure our 
mentoring curriculum for 
girls and college women 
mentors. Through the lens 
of the 6Cs, we can better 
understand and foster 
healthy outcomes among 
young people and promote 
positive self-identity and 
leadership capability. 
Participants in SWSG gain 
skills in:

CONFIDENCE
Strong girls recognize their 
inner strengths to dream and 
do.

COMPETENCE
Strong girls know how to get 
things done.

CHARACTER
Strong girls embrace their 
individuality.

CONTRIBUTION
Strong girls know how to 
make a positive difference.

CARING
Strong girls show kindness 
and care for others.

CONNECTION
Strong girls value 
community and service.
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Core Values
BE ACCOUNTABLE
SWSG operates with transparency and 
integrity.

EXPECT QUALITY
SWSG pursues excellence and 
innovation.

FOSTER RESPECT
SWSG honors and supports diversity 
and inclusion.

BUILD COMMUNITY
SWSG values and promotes 
partnership and collaboration.

EMBRACE DISCOVERY
SWSG nurtures learning, creativity, 
development, and fun.



45 SCHOOLS & 
COMMUNITY CENTERS

15 NEIGHBORHOODS

2 SCHOOL DISTRICTS

Our Reach

Our Boston 
Mentoring 
Sites

4

600+ 
Girls Enrolled in 
SWSG

280+ 
College Mentors

45 Sites

7 
University 
Chapters

27,000+ 
Volunteer Hours 
Contributed by 
College Mentors

Our College Chapters

Argenziano 
Community School

Benjamin Brown 
School

Boston Teacher’s 
Union School

Charlestown Boys & 
Girls Club

Charlesview 
Community Center

Chittick 
ElementarySchool

Condon Boys & Girls 
Club

Curley K-8 School

East End House

East Somerville 
Community School

Eliot School

Elizabeth Peabody 
House

Everett Elementary

Gardner Pilot 
Academy

Healey K-8 School

Henderson Inclusion 
School

Hurley K-8 School

Jackson Mann K-8 
School

JFK Elementary 
School

Kenny Elementary

King K-8 School

Mary Lyon School

Mason Elementary

Mendell Group A

 

Mission Grammar 
School

Phineas Bates 
Elementary

PJK Elementary

Josiah Quincy  
Elementary

Rafael Hernandez 
K-8 School

Red Oak 
Community Center

Sarah Greenwood 
K-8 School

Saint John Paul II 
Catholic Academy: 
Columbia

Saint John Paul II 
Catholic Academy: 
Lower Mills

Somerville YMCA

South Boston Boys & 
Girls Club

St. Columbkille 
School

St. Joseph School

Trotter Elementary

UP Academy 
Dorchester

Warren Prescott K-8 
School

West End House 
Boys & Girls Club

West Somerville 
Neighborhood 
School

Winship Elementary

Winthrop 
Elementary School

Yawkey Boys & Girls 
Club
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Our Boston 
Mentoring 
Sites

About SWSG Boston
SWSG Boston serves the Boston community. Our work is situated 
within the context of historically marginalized communities impacted 
by racism, sexism, classism, ableism, and more. Women in Boston are 
the majority-minority.

 ◆ 52.1% of the city’s population is women and girls, 34.6% of which 
are between the ages of 20-34. 

 ◆ People of color make up 55.1% of the population in Boston. Yet, 
Boston is one of the most segregated cities in the USA. 

 ◆ 69.7% of women in poverty in Boston are non-white, while only 54% 
of all women in Boston are non-white. 

Our Program in Action: Girlforce
Boston’s FY20 curriculum followed up on last year’s Year of the Girl 
theme with Girlforce. The Girlforce curriculum was all about interest 
and career exploration. Youth in the program had the opportunity to 
identify their interests and discuss and explore options such as college 
and beyond. With our vision for every girl (and woman) to realize her 
inner strength to dream and do, Girlforce allowed us to share the 
variety of options mentees have for the future, as they embrace their 
strengths and interests.

Some of this year’s role models included:
 

• Jasmine Cho, a baker and business owner
• Marsai Martin, an actress and youngest producer in Hollywood
• The Squad, made up of Alejandra Ocasio-Cortez, Ayanna Pressley, 

Ilhan Omar, Rashida Tlaib
• Rupi Kaur, an award winning poet

Virtual Mentoring in 2020
Though the pandemic cut our programming year short, SWSG offered 
virtual programming options for girls, families, and Mentors for the 
remainder of the spring semester. We provided video lessons focused 
on community service, goal setting, creating vision boards, healthy 
closure, and a closing celebration for girls and Mentors. Our SWSG 
community came together in force with Mentors, Site Facilitators, 
Staff, and Board Members participating in the virtual lessons.
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Our Reach Our College 
Chapters

ACH Clear Pathways

Aliquippa 
Elementary

Allentown Learning & 
Engagement Center

ASTEP

Avalon Elementary

Barrett Elementary

Bellevue Elementary

BJWL East Hills

BJWL Oakhill Terrace

Center of Life - 
Fusion

Cornell Elementary

Gwen’s Girls 
Northside

Magee 
Recreation Center

Manchester Youth 
Development Center

Montour Elementary

Park Elementary

Pittsburgh Arlington 
Elementary

Pittsburgh Arsenal 
Elementary

Pittsburgh Brookline 
K-8

Pittsburgh Carmalt 
PreK-8

Pittsburgh Colfax 
Elementary

Pittsburgh Dilworth 
PreK-5

Pittsburgh Faison K-5

Pittsburgh 
Greenfield 
Elementary

Pittsburgh Liberty 
Elementary

Pittsburgh Linden 
K-5

Pittsburgh 
Montessori PreK-5

Pittsburgh Phillips 
K-5

Pittsburgh Roosevelt 
PreK-5

Pittsburgh Spring 
Hill K-5

Pittsburgh 
Westwood K-5

Pittsburgh Whittier 
K-5

Propel Hazelwood

Propel Homestead

Providence Family 
Support Center

Sarah Heinz House

Shadyside Boys & 
Girls Club

Sto-Rox Elementary

Urban Pathways 
Charter School

Wesley Center

Our 
Pittsburgh 
Mentoring 
Sites
40 SCHOOLS & 
COMMUNITY CENTERS

15 PITTSBURGH 
NEIGHBORHOODS

7 SCHOOL DISTRICTS

6

650+ 
Girls Enrolled in 
SWSG

280+ 
College Mentors

130+ 
Professional 
Women

40 
Mentoring Sites

6 College Chapters

24,600+ 
Volunteer Hours 
Contributed by 
College Mentors
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About SWSG 
Pittsburgh
Strong Women, Strong Girls arrived 
in Pittsburgh in 2006 with just one 
college chapter and one program site. 
By 2019, we have grown to encompass 
six universities and colleges and 40 
program sites, serving more than 1,150 
women and girls each year.

MENTORING FOR CHANGE
In the Fall of 2019, the City of Pittsburgh 
released its 2019 Gender Equity 
Commission report on Pittsburgh’s 
Inequality Across Gender and Race. 
The results for our city paint a troubling 
picture of continued inequality:

 ◆ For every dollar White men 
make, Black women make 54 cents; 
AMLON (Asian, Multiracial, Latinx, 
Other, and Native American) women 
make 59 cents; and White women 
make 78 cents. 

 ◆ Black women are more likely 
than any other adult population 
to live in poverty. In comparison to 
other similar cities, Pittsburgh falls 
short in terms of livability for Black 
women. 

 ◆ Pittsburgh has more Black 
women out of the labor force than  
97 percent of cities evaluated.

At SWSG, we know that a foundation 
of strong female role models and 
high-quality mentorship can change 
the landscape for girls and women. 
We provide young girls, at a formative 
period in their lives, with the tools, 
skills, and qualities to build the future – 
any future – they dream about.  
 
Through mentorship, we’re 
empowering girls and women to 
create a diverse pipeline of strong 
female leadership in and for the 
Pittsburgh region.

Our Role Models
Meghann Wygonik Kinkley, RMIR

In 2019, SWSG Pittsburgh 
welcomed Meghann 

Wygonik Kinkley to 
the Role Models 
in Residence 
Program 
(RMIR). 
Meghann 
works for the 

US Army Corps 
of Engineers as 

a Water Resource 
Engineer. As a Role 

Model in Residence,  
Meghann worked with girls at two of our 
program sites, taking them on a field 
trip to a local water-based location to do 
a water testing activity. The girls had fun 
learning what she does in her job as a 
Water Resources Engineer. 

Caileigh Lynn McDowell, Curriculum 
Role Model

In Spring 2020, SWSG’s curriculum 
featured Role Model Caileigh Lynn 
McDowell, a local high school girl who 
tragically passed away of misdiagnosed 
Crohn’s disease after being sick for a 
long time. Cailiegh’s family honored 
her by starting Caileigh Lynn McDowell 
Foundation to keep her memory alive. 
The Foundation focuses on kindness 
as a mission and gained recognition in 
2016 when Pittsburgh Mayor Bill Peduto 
declared  that every November 13 would 
be Pittsburgh Kindness  Day. During 
SWSG, mentees learned 
about Caileigh and the 
importance of being 
kind to others, and 
then made cards 
that they could 
give to someone 
as an act of 
kindness.  Thank 
you to Caleigh and 
family for showing 
kindness to our youth, 
and allowing them to 
show kindness in return.
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MONITORING, EVALUATION, & LEARNING

Our Commitment to DE&I

Our Reach: 
Boston & Pittsburgh

Our Community
SWSG understands Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion as valuing a broad range of human 
differences and similarities, promoting 
opportunities for all people and groups to thrive, 
and providing space for diverse perspectives 
and experiences. We provide equal opportunity 
to people of all races, ethnicities, religions, sexual 
orientations, abilities, incomes, marital statuses, 
ages, geographic locations, philosophies, and 
veteran statuses.

SWSG’s Board of Directors includes a Diversity 
Committee that works tirelessly to uphold our 
commitment to diversity through volunteer 
recruitment, inclusive organizational practices, 
and community engagement.

We continue to prioritize DEI in our Chapters 
through training and dedicated Mentor roles to 
further DEI discussions amongst Mentors.

Gender Inclusivity at SWSG
Strong Women, Strong Girls is an inclusive 
organization that believes girlhood is a personal 
experience for all. 

We welcome anyone to join our community 
who is interested in our program and identifies 
as a girl or is gender non-conforming, 
nonbinary, agender, or transgender.

GIRLS’ RACE
Latinx/Hispanic 27%
Black 29%
Asian 14% 
White 25%
Multiracial 5%

MENTORS’ RACE 
Latinx/Hispanic 8%
Black 10%
Asian 15% 
White 51%
Multiracial 13%
Other 3%

Boston

GIRLS’ RACE
Latinx/Hispanic 2%
Black 52%
Asian 2% 
White 36%
Multiracial 8%

MENTORS’ RACE 
Latinx/Hispanic 5%
Black 11%
Asian 16% 
White 67%
Other 1%

Pittsburgh
In 2019-2020, Pittsburgh’s mentors 
became 55% more racially and 
ethnically diverse than in the prior year. 

With a focus on increasing the diversity 
of our mentor base, Boston ended the 
2019-2020 program year with 49% of  
mentors identifying as people of color.

1250+ 
Girls Enrolled in 
SWSG

560+ 
College Mentors

130+ 
Professional 
Women

85 
Mentoring Sites

13 
College Chapters

51,600+ 
Volunteer Hours 
Contributed by College 
Mentors
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MONITORING, EVALUATION, & LEARNING

Our Impact

SWSG uses the 6 Cs of Positive Youth Development 
to evaluate the impact of our programming. This is 
an evidence-based framework used widely in youth 
programs across the U.S. and around the world that 
focuses on youth strengths rather than deficits.
In 2020, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, SWSG was 
unable to collect post-survey data from girls at the 
end of the year. However, with  pre-survey data and 
anecdotes from girls and mentors, we are still able to demonstrate our impact.

The 6C’s of Positive 
Youth Development

CONFIDENCE
COMPETENCE
CHARACTER
CONTRIBUTION
CARING
CONNECTION

My girl 

learned new 

skills. 

(95%)

When asked 
what their dreams 

are, girls said:

“I want to be in college, I want to 
be a mom!”

“Being a doctor, meeting Obama!”

“Go to college, buy a house, save 
money!”

“Olympics, never give up, 
believe in yourself!”

WHEN WE ASKED PARENTS HOW THEIR GIRL WAS IMPACTED THIS YEAR, THEY SAID:

“I learned boys and 

girls are equal.”

My girl became 

more confident. 

(92%)

My 

girl helped 

people around 

her more often 

(86%)

My girl’s 

belief she is a 

leader increased. 

(92%)

My girl made 

new friends. 

(92%)

This year, our nearly 600 college women 
mentors also experienced opportunities for 
growth, leadership, professional development, 
and civic engagement. They said:

“Being a mentor has 
had one of the biggest 

impacts  throughout college. 
...It’s continually reminded me 
why I want to go into the field 

of psychology - so I can 
continue helping others.”

“I had so 
much fun getting to 

know the girls... I feel like 
I’ve learned a lot about myself, 
about leadership/mentorship, 

and about the Pittsburgh 
community.”

“...This 
experience has given me 

the chance to make such valuable 
connections with these little girls... at least 5 of 
the girls walked up to me and said they want 

to go to UMB and it was the most 
rewarding moment!”



Mentorship in the [Virtual] COVID-19 Era
In March of 2020, like so many others, 
Strong Women, Strong Girls was faced 
with the challenge of quickly adapting 
to a new world of virtual learning and 
socialization. SWSG’s first priority, as at all 
times, remained the care of the girls and 
mentors it serves. 

SWSG recognized the fear and emotional 
strain the COVID-19 pandemic placed 
on all our lives, on top of the physical 
restraints of the pandemic. In times of 
crisis like this one, marginalized youth like 
the girls we serve are disproportionately 
impacted, bearing “the heaviest burdens of trauma and economic fallout” (Astesano, 
2020). Throughout the pandemic, youth faced not only academic struggles, but also a 
lack of critical social-emotional learning. Meanwhile, our college women mentors faced 
educational and emotional challenges of their own.

SWSG reacted quickly to provide support to all its participants through mentorship and 
community. In the summer of 2020, SWSG offered virtual opportunities including:

• Asynchronous online videos featuring lessons about SWSG’s strong role models and 
fun at-home enrichment activities.

• A pilot program allowing parents to pick up at-home supply kits at our program sites 
to engage their girls in fun and learning.

• Video call celebrations for girls and mentors to connect over the end of the school 
year.

• Virtual events including professional development & networking sessions for college 
and professional women and SWSG Pittsburgh’s annual fundraiser, The Strong 
Awards.

While never a replacement for in-person mentorship and connection, our community 
responded with strength and purpose. After the first video call opportunity for girls and 
mentors, one college woman said:

“Thank you for hosting such an incredible event! My cheeks actually 
hurt right now from how much I smiled during the call - 

it was just full of joy and love and I really appreciate 
the effort [SWSG] put into making this happen!”

In the 2020-2021 school year, SWSG will offer 
synchronous virtual programming for girls and 

mentors, including weekly live mentoring sessions 
that mirror typical in-person sessions. In addition, 
Strong Leader mentors will continue to meet with 
their college women mentees virtually through 
mentoring sessions and virtual events.

To learn more about our virtual offerings, visit  
www.SWSG.org.
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Our Impact: SWSG Girls & Mentors

The mentors I’ve had are the best people i’ve met in my whole 
life because they’ve told me i can stand up for what i want 
to stand up for and told me to be confident and that i’m 
glorious. They show you that you are you and who you 
are and that you are beautiful. You have a voice and 
everyone should hear it.

-Strong Girl Kelly

I love SWSG because it helps little girls grow up to be this amazing 
beautiful strong girl and strong woman. it’s helped me to learn that 
girls and boys are both equally powerful. There’s gonna be different 
people in the world and you just have to accept them for the way 
they are. People are perfect no matter how they are, how they look. 
People are beautiful.

-Strong Girl Allison

There was a moment where I was 
walking with [my college mentee] on 
the [campus] field trip, and one of the 
little girls said, "I can't wait to be 18 so 
I can come to Tufts like you." That was 
the full circle moment for me. Here I 
am mentoring... but then I could see 
how much [my mentee] was impacting 
these future leaders!

-Strong Leader Jen K.

I’ve loved getting to work with such amazing 
and passionate people. I’ve developed lasting 
friendships and a second family. In the mentor 
setting, it’s reminded me of how much of 
an impact I can have on people. Above all, 
being a mentor has shown me my  
potential.

-College Mentor Serena D.
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     Moyano 
Sara Matsuno
Libby Maurer
Jennifer McCarthy
Julia McCarthy
Michael Mccauley
Regina McClay
Brian Mcconnell
Krista McDowell
Dona McDuff
Leanne McGuiness
Christine 
McGuiness
Louis R. McGuirk
Peter McIsaac
Meagan 
McKiernan
Douglas McLane
Bradley McMillin
Susan McMurry
Cheri Meckley
Kimberly Mendoza
Katherine Mercer  
     Reeves
Wesley Merritt
Adriana Mesia
Ted Meyer
Donald Michel
Susan Miele
Michael Miller
Ruth Miller
Natasha Minor
Sarah Mohamed
Rebecca Moniri
Nancy Monroe
Andrew Montalti
Gabrielle Monteiro
Marta Moore-Austin
Christopher Morris
Melissa Moses
Frannie Moyer
Amanda Mozea
Anika Munroe
John Murphy

Gwenn Murphy
Indumathi Murthy
Michelle Musoke
Karin Mylod
Emily Myron
Darovena Myrtaj
Francinne Nash
Carolyn Natale
Katherine Naughton
MacKenzie Nekton
Megan Neumyer
Thien-Cam 
Nguyen
Kiley Nichols
Aisling Niska
Erin NoÃ«l
Gregory Norton
Ami Novoryta
Jennifer Nye
Erin O’Brien
Brianna O’Brien
Marie O’Brion
Erin O’Hearn
Shanna O’Reilly
Marion Olena
Howard Orloff
Yailene Otero
Audrey Paek
Andrew Paone
Miranda Paquet
Tim Patterson
Mark Pawlowski
Meghan Peachey
Justin Peavey
Maureen Pellegrini
Eric Pelz
Anusha Penumacha
Manny Perez
Cory Perry
Dale Peterson
Seth Peterson
Alli Pichette
Timothy Pierce
Susan Pike
Yvonne Pinson
Megan Piper
Sarah Pisacich
Venkata Pitchuka
Kathryn Plazak
Marynee Pontes
Gregory Pool
Becky Poulin
Brian Powers
Susan Pozer
Jacqueline Pugliese
Zhengzhen Qi
Rebecca Radford
Katherine Raisz
Ricardo Jorge 
Ramalho Viana
Ryan Randolph
Jessica Ratey
Laura Ray
Maia Raynor-French
Carrie Reepmeyer
Tara Register
Jeet Rehal
Zoe Reid
Brendan Reidy
Alyssa Reisner
Kathryn Rexrode
Sandra Rhoden
Francisca Anna 
Ribeiro
Megan Richard
Inna Rivilis
Denise Roane
Simone Rodrigue
Tracey Rogers
Suzanne Romeo
Casey Ross
Jennifer Round
Lanette Rozier
Estelle Rubenstein
Steven Rubin
Philip Ruedi
Damian Ruof
Kelly Russell
Peter Russo
Julia Ryan
Jay Saboliauskas
Jennifer 
Sachtleben
Raquel Saenz
Jonah Safar
Xavier Saint-Andre
Yaritsa Sanchez
Tamyka Sanford
Megan Santos

Brian Sargent
Phil Sarna
Jason Savageau
Laurel Schepp
John Schleer Jr.
Dustin Schmidt
Gared 
Schneberger
Lauren Schneiderhan
Michael Schroeder
Madeline Schroter
Karen Schulte
Keba Schwanbeck
Jane Sciuto
Kristen Scott
Stacy Scott
Thomas Scott Jr
Amy Sennett
Nancy Sennett
Lea Serena
Joshua Severse
Reza Shabani
Marissa Shackleton
Pranav Shah
Sumbal Shahzadi
Amy Shan
Amanda Shank
Mary Sharma
Marina  
     Shereshevskaya
Jan Shubert
Julianne Silk
Aly Silver
Phyllis Silver
William Slimbaugh
Kelsey Slonieski
Colby Smidt
Sarah Smiley
Robert Smiley
Nicolle Smit
Allison Smith
Sonawalla 
Sonawalla
Aneesa Sonawalla
Adam Spencer
Jack Spillane
Susan St. Germain
Marie St. Germain
Monica Stanton
Henry Starowitz
Rachel Starr
Amy Steede
Samuel Steere
Allison Stoddart
Bradford Stoesser
Elaine Stokes
Kimberly Stokes
Anne Stokes
Jordan Stone
Kate Sullivan
Daniel Sullivan
Alexandria Sullivan
Janet Sung
Daniel Swanson
Cara Swart
Nikkida Tabron
Xiaorong Tang
Renee Taylor
Marikate Taylor
Jebb Tether
Barbara Thompson
Erin Thornton
Paola Tineo
Kimberly Topping
Lily Totovian
Meghan Touhey
Sarah Tracy
Gloria Trejo
Toni Troop
Jennifer Troutman
Jenn Troutman
Asya Troychansky
jennifer Tsolas
Lisa Tucker
Marydith Tuitt
Elizabeth Tully
Katerina 
Tzouganatos
David Vallon
Lori van Dam
Olivia Vanistendael
Dena Vardaxis
Sara Varella
Arivee Vargas
Claribel Vargas
Andrea Velazquez
Abby Vervaeke
Amelia Vicenzi
Mohan Vijayakumar

Thank You to Our Generous Supporters

12



O
U

R
 SU

P
P

O
R

TE
R

S & 
B

O
A

R
D

 O
F

 D
IR

E
C

TO
R

S

PITTSBURGH 
INDIVIDUAL 
DONORS
Charrise Alexander
KathleenAmato
Lindsay Andrews
Alicia Angemeer
Andy Arnt
Audrey Arther
Janelle Aslam
Laura Asseff
Susie Balcom
Tom Balzer
Nina Barbuto
Barbara Baston
Devin Beahm
Jessica Bean
Kaiti Beauchamp
Andrea Belen- 
    Sandhorst
Kristen Bell
Lori Benvenuto
Mark Benvenuto
Amanda Berry
John Bettis
Mark Bibro
Lisa Birmingham
Emily Blair
Alison Boden
Beth Bodner
Kate Booker
Keesha Boyd
Doris Boyle
Gabriel Brecht
Rachel Brecht
Taylor Breen
Joseph Bremer
Britney Brinkman
Brian Bronaugh
Alicia Broudy
Erin Brubaker
Erika Brunner
Jennifer Bullano  
    Ridgley
Samantha Callahan
Colleen Cannon
Lourdes Cano
Ping Cao
Andrea Capasso
Maria Carbonara
Diana Carbonell
Shannon Cassidy
Katherine Cham-
berlain
Jasmine Cho
Doreen Ciletti
Harry Clark

Annie Clough
Ted Cmarada
Mary Cobble
Hank Cochran
Diane Cohen
Danielle Cohn
Stacy Cole
Brittany Collins
Susan Comunale
Sarah Conboy
Toni Corinealdi
Kristy Costanzo
Carol Cowser
Eric Crable
Aleya Crable Jennings
Fred Crawford
Jason Creasman
Laarni Dacanay
Maureen Dalton
Diane Danforth
Heather Dannhardt
Tracy DeCock
Renee  
    DeMichiei-Farrow
Varinia DeShane  
    Hambrick
Carla Deyo
Erin DiPietro
LeeAnne Disco
Colleen Donnelly
Cheryl Dougherty
Amy Dunn
Stephanie Edmond  
    Myers
Margaret Elias
Cynthia Ellek
Kathi Elliott
Jennifer Engel
Jeremiah Escajeda
Michael Escajeda
Susan Evanchak
Julie Evans
Melva Fair
Caitlin Falstich
Heather Feather
Colleen Fedor
Karen Feinstein
Taylor Fife
David Finegold
Maggie Finnegan
Michelle Flynn
Anne Flynn Schlicht
Charlotte Fong
Sonya Ford
Laura Freedman
Haley French
Katherine French
Riana Fry
Jami Garfinkel
Lynne Garfinkel

Michael Garfinkel
Geoff Gaunt
Tirzah Gibboney
Jeanne Givner
Gail Gloeckl
Mary Graaff
Tammy Graybill
Erin Greco
Gloria Gressem
Cheri Griffith
Julianne Griffith
Julie Griffith
Todd Grillo
Michael Grott
Brooke Gwin
Dory Hack
Katherine Hancock
Caroline Harris
Donna Harsch
Karen Hartley
Mandy Heath
Christine Hebor
Sarah Hecht
Janine Hennigan
Bettina Herold
Louise Herrle
Craig Heryford
Dan Holden-Brown
Sarah Hold-
en-Brown
Bernadette Holly
Kara Holmes
Anna Horner
Clare Horner
Duncan Horner
Jocelyn Horner
Teddi Horvitz
Loren Hudson
Becky Hufnagel
Ben Hunter
Lisa Hurm
Evan Jacaszek
Lisa Jenkins
Ian Johnson
Tracy Johnston
Alexandra Kairys
Elizabeth Kampmeinert
Bailey Kapfer
Alexandra Keller
Jenna Kelly
Samantha Kelly
Patricia Keys
Grace Killelea
Karen Kingsbury
Heather Kiser
Meredith Klein
Adam Kupec
Dana LaMancusa
Emily Lambert
Sandra Lambert

William Lambert
Racheal Lane
Leah Lang
Thaddeus Lee
Tracy Lentz
Charisse Lillie
Kathryn Lis
George Loewenstein
Erica Love
David Lovett
Kathleen Lovett
Beth Lynch
Dana Lynch
Jeffrey Maggs
Anastasiya Maksakova
Kathryn Malesic
Ray Malizio
Beth Marcello
Dayna Martin
Rachel Martin
Theresa Martin
Sheila McBride
Shannon McCarty
Karen McDermott
Ann McDonald-Polk
Misti McKeehen
Mary McNamee
Shon Meade
Angela Mediate
Wesley Merritt
Leanne Meyer
Lean Militar
Carrie Miller
Latifa Miller
Kevin Miller
Laura Miller
Christine Molinaro
Gretchen Moore
Rose Morris
Alonna Morton
Christina Morton
Deborah Moses
Lee Ann Munger
Tracy Myers
Hanifa Nakiryowa
Savita Narasimhan
Amy Nartatez
Cynthia Nelson
Ronald Nemura
Amy Nichols
Lisa Norman
Illah Nourbakhsh
Kelly Novic
Sara O’Toole Loevner
Guido Paolano
Miranda Paquet
Sue Parente
Danielle Parson
Victoria Patella
Courtney Patterson

David Paulson
Anthony J Peduzzi
Devin Petit
Judy Petrone
Renee Pilotti
Mark Poepping
Julia Poepping
Alison Popivchak
Christina Potenza
Jennifer Poulsen
Michelle Price
Chelsea Ptak
Deborah Purcell
Farrah Rahimzadeh
Jessie Ramey
Christine Rause
Stephanie Reese
Diana Reid Chazaud
Timothy Reidy
Jeremy Resnick
Megan Rhett
Sandra Rhoden
Lauren Richards
Theresa Richards
Stephanie Rideau
Robert Riefle
Linda Robertson
Elena Rorabaugh
Peter Rubinsky
Jennifer Rudd
Cristina Ruggiero
Melissa Ruggiero
Laura Ruschak
Judith Sabatino
Christine Saitta
Marlene Santacecilia
Carolyn Sauer
Eddie Sauer
Cynthia Saunders- 
    Cooper
James Scharf
Stephanie Schmader
Richard Schweikert
Jo Anne Schwendinger
Kylie Seltzer
Jesse Serra
Richard Shank
Lynn Sherwood
Stacy Siegal
Alyssa Silver
Joke Slagle
Gail Slater
Anne Smith
Lisa-Ann Smith
Susan Spangler
Julie Spiker
Stacy Splitstone
Randy Staab
Nicole Stachura
Monica Stanton

Ryannon Starkey
Dawn Sauter
Fran Steger
Connie Stobert
Adrian Stones
Katie Stringent
Mary Beth Styslinger
Sheena Sundin
Darlene Sutara
Abby Swalga
Patti Tavelli
Marikate Taylor
Nikki Thompson
Anne Marie Toccket
Sarah Tracy
Alexis Tragos
Jobina Trimmer
Steve Trippe
Lauren Trocano
Jenn Troutman
Jan Underwood
Karen Vanderven
Olivia Vanistendael
Elaina Vitale
Elise Vogler
Tanya Vokes Mallory
Jodi Waber
Jennifer Wagner
Shelia Walker
Kelly Wall
Cindy Wallett
Mary Ann Walsh
Mary Ward
Sheila Washington
Annie Watson
Donna Weatherly
Nate Weatherly
Sheila Weatherly
Tayler Webster
Danielle H Weiss
Edward Weller
Greg Wells
Abby Whalen
Catherine Whitworth
Shelly Wilcox
Julie Wiles
Glennis Williams
Kristina Williams
Lucius Williams
Latasha Wilson- 
    Batch
Rachel Winner- 
    Eberhardt
Kristen Wishon
Kaye Wissman
Ana Kay Yaghoubian
Sarah Yealey
Lesley Zafran
Laural Ziemba
Kimberly Zytnick
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BOSTON  
IN-KIND 
DONORS
The Boston Globe
Comcast NBCUniversal
Loomis Sayles
Natixis Investment Services
Vistaprint

BOSTON 
CORPORATE 
SPONSORS
American Tower Corporation
Cakewalk Bakers
Cause and Event Boston
Combined Jewish  
    Philanthropies
Draper

GTC Law Group
Hanover Insurance Grp.
Havard Pilgrim 
IBM 
John Hancock
Johnny Cupcakes
Levi Strauss
Liberty Mutual
Loomis Sayles & Co.
Mastercard 
Microsoft
Natixis Investment Managers
New York Life
NextEra Energy
NIKE
PrciewaterhouseCoopers
Procter & Gamble 
Corporate Giving Fund
RBC
Schwab 
Splunk
State Street Corporation
Target

Thermo Fisher Scientfic
Uber
UHG
Vangaurd
Vertex Pharmaceuticals
Wellington 
Management 

BOSTON 
FOUNDATION 
FUNDERS
Altiva Abundance  
     Foundation
Anna B. Stearns  
   Charitable Foundation
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Boston Celtics 
Shamrock Foundation
Boston Foundation -  
     Cradle to Career

Campbell & Hall Fund
Child’s Family  
     Foundation
CHT Foundation
Eaton Charitable Fund
Edmund and Betsy 
Cabot Charitable  
     Foundation
Flushing & Batavia  
     Foundation
Fuller Foundation
Givinga Foundation
Imago Dei Fund
King Mountation  
     Foundation
KPMG US Foundation
Mass Mentoring  
     Partnership
Moses Kimball Fund
Moving Violations 
Motorcycle Club
National Mentoring  
     Partnership

NE Patriots Foundation
Nellie Mae Education 
    Foundation
Paul and Edith Babson  
     Foundation
Pledgeling Foundation
Raymond James  
   Chartiable 
Foundation
Rockland Trust - Blue  
     Hills Chartiable  
     Foundation
Schrafft Charitable 
Trust
United Way of  
     Massachusetts Bay  
     and Merimack Valley
VMWare Foundation
Wayfair Charitable  
     Foundation
Women’s Foundation of  
     Boston
Womenade Boston

BOSTON 
INDIVIDUAL 
DONORS 
(CONT’D)

Vidya Vijjeswarapu
Jessica Voutsinas
Jodi Waber
Jon Wagenseller
Kevin Walker
Emily Walker
Dawn Walter

Shirley Wang
Jeffrey Wantman
Benjamin Ward
Brian Ward
Kathryn Ward 
Fishman
Kenneth Warner

Debra Wasson
Patricia Weinmann
Danielle Weiss
Alexandra Wells
Kevin Whetstone
Raymond Wiese
Kathryn Willmore

Emily Wilson
Kathryn Winget
Jodi Wolin
Joan Woogmaster
David Wright
Canitra Wynn
Yue Xiao

Jane Ypsilantis
Karen Yu
Benjamin  Yuan
Justin Zahn
Brendan Zehnder
Ping Zhang
Jian Zhong



SWSG FY20 Board of Directors*
Executive Board
Kait Rogers
EXECUTIVE BOARD CHAIR
Chief Finance and 
Administrative Officer, 
JCC Greater Boston

Laura Freedman
REGIONAL BOARD CHAIR, 
PITTSBURGH
Partner, Southpointe 
Wealth Management of 
UBS Financial Services

Elaine Stokes
REGIONAL BOARD CHAIR, 
BOSTON
Vice President, Portfolio 
Manager, Loomis Sayles 
& Company L.P.

Louise Herrle
TREASURER
Independent Director, 
Federal Home Loan 
Bank of Pittsburgh

Lesley Zafran
CLERK
Independent Consultant

Laura Freedman 
(REGIONAL BOARD CHAIR) 

Partner, Southpointe Wealth 
Management of UBS 
Financial Services

Nicole Bechtold, JD 
Attorney, Reed Smith

Lori Benvenuto 
Partner, Ernst & Young

Hank Cochran 
Director, Financial 
Accounting Services and 
Support, Arconic

Erin Greco 
Director of IT, FedEx Services

Louise Herrle 
Independent Director, 
Federal Home Loan Bank of 
Pittsburgh

Aleya Crable Jennings 
(VICE CHAIR) 
AVP, Group Account Director, 
Gatesman Agency

Meredith Klein 
Director or PR, Brunner

Beth Marcello 
Women’s Business 
Development Director, PNC

Michele McGough 
President & CEO, 
Solutions4networks

Toni Murphy 
VP, Comcast Business 
Keystone Region

Savita Narasimhan 
International Development 
Consultant (Independent)

Tamaira Ridgely 
Manager, Global 
Procurement, US Steel

Cristina Ruggiero 
Director of Behavioral Health 
Innovation and Learning, 
Allegheny Health Choices

Stacy Splitstone 
Corporate Controller, UPMC

Kristina Williams 
Chief Operating Officer, 
Federal Home Loan Bank of 
Pittsburgh

Latasha Wilson-Batch 
Executive Director, Best of 
the Batch Foundation

Elaine Stokes 
(REGIONAL BOARD CHAIR)  

Vice President, Portfolio 
Manager, Loomis, Sayles & 
Company, L. P. 

Kate Bennett  
Harvard Business School 
MBA Admissions Marketing 
Director and Evaluation 
Board Member

Susan Brady 
EVP, Global Program Strategy 
& Development at Linkage

Bethany Guen 
Director of Development and 
Communications, Boston 
Collegiate Charter School

Ariela Lovett 
MBA/MPP, Legislative Analyst 
at Massachusetts Municipal 
Association

Elena Luna 
MED, Director of Partnerships, 
Spotsato Graduate School of 
Education

Rebecca Moniri 
Chief Administrative Officer, 
State Street

Marynee Pontes 
Analyst, Initiative for a 
Competitive Inner City

Kait Rogers 
(EXECUTIVE BOARD CHAIR) 

Chief Financial & Admin Officer, 
Citizen Schools

Amy Sennett 
Head of Legal, Catalant 
Technologies

Nikki Tabron 
Vice President, Education at 
Thompson Island Outward 
Bound Education Center

Jenn Troutman 
Director of Customer 
Experience, Vistaprint

Arivee Vargas 
Head of Global Auditing, 
Monitoring, Investigations, 
and Anti-Corruption/Anti-
Bribery Program, Vertex 
Pharm.

Kathryn Ward Fishman 
(VICE CHAIR)  
PMP, Senior Project Manager, 
Natixis Global Asset 
Management

Jane Ypsilantis  
Head of International 
Roadshows, Natixis 
Investment Managers
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Boston Regional Board Pittsburgh Regional Board

PITTSBURGH IN 
KIND DONORS
Blakbird Jewelry
Blanket and Board
Brunner
Caitlin Thomas Photography
Carnegie Museums of  
     Pittsburgh
Comcast NBCUniversal
f45 Training Pittsburgh
Fiori’s Pizzaria
Joseph Nicola
Levana Bratique
Live Fresh Cold-Pressed  
    Juice and Smoothie Bar
Lyft
Mamma Lucia Pizzeria
Millie’s Homemade Ice Cream
Nate Weatherly Photography
Primanti Brothers
 

Public Relations Society  
    of America (PRSA)
Soil Sisters Nursery
Songbird Artistry
The GKC Group

PITTSBURGH 
CORPORATE 
SPONSORS

84 Lumber
American Advertising  
     Federation
American Eagle Outfitters
Babst, Calland, Clements,  
     and Zomnir P.C.
Carmella’s Plates and  
     Pints
Comcast Business
Dollar Bank

Eaton
Ernst & Young
Escajeda Masonry
Federal Home Loan Bank  
     of Pittsburgh
FedEx Ground
FedEx Services
First Commonwealth Bank
Grossman Yanak & Ford LLP
Hershey Entertainment  
     and Resorts Company
Highmark
Kendra Scott LLC
Knichel Logistics
Kurzweg Tavern Company
Niche Inc.
Northwest Bank
Pennsylvania Cider and  
    Meads LLC
Pittsburgh North Golf  
    Club Inc. Driving Range
RBC Wealth Management
Reed Smith LLP

Solutions4Networks
Southpointe Wealth  
     Management of UBS  
     Financial Services
The Crawford Group (Adobe)
Unilever
UPMC
UPMC Health Plan Inc.
Walmart
Women’s Energy Network
Women’s Syndicate 
    Association

PITTSBURGH 
FOUNDATION 
FUNDERS
Birmingham Foundation
Comcast Foundation
FISA Foundation

Grable Foundation
Howmet Foundation
Invest in Others
Jack Buncher Foundation
Jefferson Regional  
     Foundation
Massey Charitable Trust
McAuley Ministries
Pittsburgh Penguins  
    Foundation
RBC Foundation
Standard Charitable 
Foundation
United Methodist Church  
     Union
The W.I. Patterson 
Charitable Fund

*THIS PAGE REFELCTS THE BOARD STRUCTURE FOR THE DURATION OF FY20. SWSG SHIFTED TO A COMBINED BOARD ON 9/1/2020, THE START OF FY21.
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FY20 Financial Overview

 TOTAL REVENUE*: $2,311,034
FOUNDATIONS  $420,500
CORPORATE  $138,032
INDIVIDUALS   $262,963
IN-KIND   $1,335,569
EVENTS   $108,659
BOARD/OTHER  $45,311

TOTAL EXPENSES:  $2,511,041
MANAGEMENT & 
ADMINISTRATION $371,325
FUNDRAISING  $269,998
PROGRAM  $534,149
IN-KIND  $1,335,569

 TOTAL REVENUE: $1,249,172

FOUNDATIONS $202,500

CORPORATE $85,884

INDIVIDUALS $200,542

IN-KIND $698,321

EVENTS $39,386

BOARD/OTHER $22,539

TOTAL EXPENSES: $1,335,586

MANAGEMENT & 
ADMINISTRATION $224,841

FUNDRAISING  $145,062

PROGRAM $267,362

IN-KIND $698,321

 TOTAL REVENUE:$1,061,862

FOUNDATIONS $218,000

CORPORATE $52,148

INDIVIDUALS $62,421

IN-KIND $637,248

EVENTS $69,273

BOARD/OTHER $22,772

TOTAL EXPENSES: $1,175,455

MANAGEMENT & 
ADMINISTRATION  $146,484

FUNDRAISING $124,936

PROGRAM $266,787

IN-KIND  $637,248
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SWSG Boston SWSG Pittsburgh

SWSG Inc. Revenue & Expenses

*Strong Women Strong GIrls received a Paycheck Protection Loan in 2020 from the SBA in the 
amount of $199k that is not reflected in revenue totals.



BOSTON
555 Amory St, #3R-3
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130
(617) 459-1500
boston@ swsg.org 

PITTSBURGH
1620 Murray Avenue, 3rd Floor, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15217
(412) 488-0791
pittsburgh@ swsg.org

www. swsg.org


